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YOUR VOLUNTEER  
    LEADERSHIP 
YOUR VOLUNTEER  
    LEADERSHIP 

District I  /  Mike Homerding  
3191 Arbeiter Rd, Plainfield, IL 60544
C: 815-693-9735, mikefarmer58@aol.com

District II  /  Aron Carlson, Vice President 
4082 Westlake Village Dr, Winnebago, IL 61088
C: 815-262-5886, aroncarlson91@gmail.com

District III  /  Randy DeSutter  
2947 Knox Hwy 6, Woodhull, IL 61490
C: 309-368-4802, rdesutter74@gmail.com

District IV  /  Bill Leigh 
2723 County Rd 50 North, Minonk, IL 61774
C: 309-361-0224, wleigh61760@gmail.com

District V  /  Justin Durdan, President 
2 Brittany Court, Utica, IL 61373
C: 815-252-9040, jdurdan@durdanfarms.com

District VI  /  Jeff Jarboe 
765 N St Rt 115, Loda, IL 60948
C: 217-249-2279, turbo.jarboe1@gmail.com

District VII  /  Bill Christ 
RR 1 Box 917, Metamora, IL 61548
C: 309-635-1348, bchrist@mtco.com

District VIII  /  Ted Mottaz  
708 N. Fariground Way, Elmwood, IL 61529
C: 309-368-0154, tmottaz@frontier.com

District IX  /  Terry Smith 
2670 N 1800th Ave, Clayton, IL 62324
C: 217-242-0256,  tgsmith@adams.net

District X  /  Marty Marr 
16551 Old Jacksonville Rd, New Berlin, IL 62670
C: 217-473-9304, mdmfarms@irtc.net

District XI  /  Spencer Janssen 
13 Weeks Lane, Litchfield, IL 62056
C: 217-416-0972, sjanssen24@hotmail.com

District XII  /  Don Guinnip 
18499 N Guinnip Rd, Marshall, IL 62441
C: 217-251-2199, deguinnip@aol.com

District XIII  /  Matt Rush 
1212 Liso Lane, Fairfield, IL  62837
C: 618-599-1042, mattjrush@frontier.com

District XIV  /  Kenny Hartman 
201 Holstein Place, Waterloo, IL 62298
C: 618-806-4076, glendell@htc.net

District XV  /  Joe Murphy 
1340 Triple S. Rd, Harrisburg, IL 62946
C: 618-926-5005, murpfarm@frontier.com

AT LARGE: 

Dave Rylander 
1658 Knox Hwy 7, Victoria IL 61485
C: 309-337-1360, rylandr@mymctc.net

Grant Noland 
2634 N 2000 E Rd, Blue Mound, IL 62513 
C: 217-433-8084, noland.farms@gmail.com

Dennis Green  /  IAA Interlocking Director 
15779 Birch Creek Rd, Lawrenceville, IL 62439
C: 618-554-3898, d.w.green@hotmail.com 

 

Rodney M. Weinzierl, Executive Director 
weinzier@ilcorn.org, 309-838-5568

Jim Tarmann, Field Services Director 
jtarmann@ilcorn.org, 309-824-0548

Lindsay Mitchell, Marketing Director 
lmitchell@ilcorn.org, 309-846-6622

Phil Thornton, Value Enhanced Project Director 
pthornton@ilcorn.org, 309-824-5975

Dave Loos, Technology & Business Development Director 
dloos@ilcorn.org; 309-830-2319

Tricia Braid, Communications Director 
tbraid@ilcorn.org; 309-830-3393

Laura Gentry, Water Quality Research Director 
lgentry@ilcorn.org; 217-637-9009

Travis Deppe, Nutrient Loss Reduction Manager 
tdeppe@ilcorn.org; 217-891-2131

Kayla Veeder, Office Manager 
kveeder@ilcorn.org; 317-446-5533

Suzie Rogers, Accountant 
srogers@ilcorn.org

Ashley Deal, Membership Administrative Assistant  
adeal@ilcorn.org

Taylor McDonald, Communications  
Administrative Assistant 
tmcdonald@ilcorn.org

Anita Ross, Accounting  
Administrative Assistant 
aross@ilcorn.org 
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Our association kept me busy 
in 2017! There were always 
comments to write, legislators to 
call, events that needed farmer 
representation, and opportunities 
to educate others about corn. I 
loved every minute of it.

Every year in our policy survey, 
you tell us that you belong to 
this association because “it’s 
the right thing to do.” And I 
know that as prices decline, that 
membership check gets harder 
and harder to write. But I can 
assure you that joining your 
voice with mine, and corn farmers 
throughout Illinois is indeed the 
right thing to do.

Building demand is the number one 
opportunity for your association 
to impact corn prices, and we’re 
working on that every single 
day. As your President, we have 
taken every opportunity to sell 
more ethanol, both domestically 
and internationally. Domestically, 
arbitrary regulations continue to 
be an obstacle, but we removed 
one of those this year! We were 
successful removing the E10 tax 
credit in Illinois so that E10 and 
E15 are on a level playing field at 
the pump. That’s a win.

Internationally, we’re trying to 
sell more ethanol, more corn, 
more meat, poultry and eggs. We 

certainly have our work ahead 
of us clearing the way for more 
trading opportunities in this 
administration, but I know with 
these farmer leaders and staff, 
ICGA is up for the challenge. 
We’ve continued to talk positively 
to the administration and our 
congressmen and senators about 
the positive impact trade can 
have for the agricultural industry, 
and we will continue to work 
promoting NAFTA, other free 
trade agreements, and increased 
export market development 
funding.

I believe our second priority is to 
eliminate the barriers that cost 
farmers money. That’s the other 
key way we can help increase the 
margins for you on the farm. This 
includes preventing mandatory 
water quality regulations, 
preventing additional paperwork 
and permits, and setting you up 
to make the best decisions for 
your farm and your resources. 

We’re working diligently on this, 
but there’s an opportunity for 
you to get involved here too. To 
prevent mandatory regulations, 
farmers must prove that they will 
voluntarily fix issues with water 
quality. Have you changed the 
way you’re farming even a little to 
address your nutrient loss?

I have. I am using the FieldPrint 
Calculator by Field to Market 
to monitor my environmental 
footprint and I’m discovering 
ways to make my farm more 
sustainable. Many of these 
changing practices can save  
us money, but we’ve all got to 
take the time to experiment and 
figure out what will work best on 
our land.

Farmers all over Illinois 
are persevering in spite of 
overwhelming obstacles. We’ve 
got low prices, volatile weather 
patterns, regulatory threats, 
and changing farm policies in the 
future. But I have faith that by 
joining our voices together in 
this association, we will emerge 
stronger and ready for the future.

Thank you for the opportunity to 
lead your association.

Justin Durdan
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Increased ethanol sales are one of the fastest 
ways we can build demand and impact your corn 
prices, so ICGA stays particularly involved in this area. 
Arbitrary limits and roadblocks continue to stand 
in between ethanol and complete access to the 
marketplace, but we work every day to eliminate 
those roadblocks, one at a time.

During the Illinois state budget negotiations, ICGA was able to 
help secure $1 million for the National Corn to Ethanol 
Research Center (NCERC) in Edwardsville, IL. NCERC is 
a research center that facilitates the commercialization of new 
technologies for producing fuel ethanol more effectively. 

YESYES

POWERING
    OUR NATION
POWERING
    OUR NATION
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E15 is now on a level 
playing field with E10 
thanks to a change in the 
sales tax incentive passed 
in IL this year. With the E10 
sales tax incentive removed, 
over the objections of “big oil”, 
E15 is priced very similar and 
will be a higher octane fuel that 
customers love to use.

There are many benefits of 
using ethanol to offer Americans 
a high octane, low carbon fuel, and 
we’ve been discussing those with the 
Illinois Congressional Delegation every 
opportunity we get.

Pictured are President Justin 
Durdan, Congressman Adam 
Kinzinger, and Vice President 
Aron Carlson after an ethanol 
discussion in Washington, DC.

YESYES

This fall, ICGA was excited to provide comments 
to the U.S. EPA regarding their midterm review 
of greenhouse gas emissions standards for the 
cars being made in the near future. We urged 
the EPA to develop a pathway for higher 
blends of ethanol to be incorporated in 
the U.S. fuel future.

SALES TAX

INCENTIVE!SALES TAX

INCENTIVE!

5



You consistently tell 
us that trade and 
the transportation 
system that moves 
your product to its 
international customers 
are among your top 
priorities. We take that 
seriously, advocating 
for new export 
markets, maintaining 
a membership with the 
U.S. Grains Council 
(which promotes the 
export of corn and 
ethanol around the 
globe), and continually 
sharing the need for 
upgraded locks and 
dams on the Mississippi 
and Illinois Rivers.  
Increased exports are 
one answer to the need 
for increased demand 
and higher corn prices.

While ICGA never took a formal position on the Great Lakes Basin 
Proposed New Rail Line, they were engaged this year, watching how 
the railroad could impact the farmers in Northern Illinois counties. 
ICGA provided comments advocating for farmers to have more time to 
consider the proposal. We eventually watched as the transportation 
board killed the idea late in the year.

BUILDING DEMAND
   THROUGH TRADE
BUILDING DEMAND
   THROUGH TRADE
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While the country talks about the value and merit 
of trade for the U.S., corn farmers have simply 
continued growing corn and their international 
customers have continued buying. The United States 
exported 114.1  million metric tons of feed grains in 
all forms from September 2016 to August 2017, a 
12 percent increase from the prior year and a new 
record for the category.

Elected officials in the 
beltway saw Paul and 
Donna Jeschke featured 
in a video promoting 
the need for locks and 
dams on the Mississippi 
and Illinois Rivers early 
this year. The Jeschke’s 
farm in Mazon, IL and 
send most of their grain 
down the Illinois River 
for export, like so many 
other Illinois farmers. 
ICGA continues to 
advocate for this very 
important priority.

7



If you’re a member of the Illinois Corn Growers 
Association, you received a cover crop coupon for 
reduced cover crop seed, as a part of our effort 
to help farmers offset the costs of trying new 
crop management techniques. Cover crops can 
make a significant difference in minimizing nutrient 
run off, bettering your bottom line, and improving 
soil health.

Your association has been very active in the 
conservation space as we work with the Illinois EPA 
to minimize nutrient loss before regulations change the 
way you farm. The work that we’re most proud of is the 
relationships we’ve built with nontraditional partners 
that are impacting this goal and others. Partners like 
the Nature Conservancy, the Walton Foundation, and 
even the Environmental Defense Fund are interested and 
invested in the work farmers are doing on the farm, and 
as a result, they are more willing to support farmers on 
other issues - like crop insurance - when debates arise.

PARTNERS IN
  CONSERVATION
PARTNERS IN
  CONSERVATION
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About a year and a half after receiving the USDA grant 
money to move forward with Precision Conservation 
Management project, ICGA is feeling good about 
the momentum behind the project and the 
farmers they have involved. The conservation 
data being collected, in combination with financial data 
from Farm Business Farm Management, will give us a 
picture of the conservation practices that will make a 
big difference on your farm, both for your resources 
and for your pocketbook. 

Because Farm Progress 
Show is such an excellent 
avenue to educate 
farmers, we brought our 
conservation messages 
with us! Free water 
testing was available for 
members who brought 
us water samples, 
but among the most 
interesting displays was 
the “soil your undies” 
campaign. White cotton 
briefs were planted in 
different fields under 
different management 
techniques. The more 
disintegrated the undies, 
the better the microbial 
activity in the soil. 
Healthier soils equal 
healthier crops!
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ICGA District 10 director Marty Marr and his sons were 
one of 85 farmers and farm families that sent photo 
comments to the U.S. House Agriculture Committee 
expressing their personal priorities for the 2018 Farm Bill. 
The messages resonated with House members and social 
media users alike as they flooded Facebook and Twitter 
on August 29-31.

FARM BILL
  BREAK THROUGH
FARM BILL
  BREAK THROUGH
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Your ICGA leadership has already begun discussing 
your Farm Bill priorities with key legislators like Rep. 
Cheri Bustos who represents Illinois District 17 on the U.S. 
House Agriculture Committee. During a meeting with her in 
March, Randy DeSutter of Woodhull, Dave Rylander of Victoria, 
and Aron Carlson of Winnebago explained which aspects of the 
current farm program are working for Illinois farmers and which 
need improvement.

In the upcoming Farm Bill 2018 
negotiations, your association will 
focus on the following priorities:

- Protect crop insurance

- �Foreign Market Development and  
Market Access Program funding  
for trade

- �Improve the revenue-based safety net

- �Conservation on working lands as a 
priority over non-working lands

During our farm bill listening sessions, 
we heard our membership loud and 
clear! 

crop insurance is the most 
important risk management 
program you have access to  
and you want it preserved. 

This will be our number one policy 
priority as we look to negotiate a 
workable farm bill in 2018.
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Your leadership got 
better acquainted with 
the newest Secretary 
of Agriculture, Sonny 
Perdue when he visited 
the Farm Progress 
Show in Decatur, IL. 
The Secretary was 
happy to learn more 
about IL Corn priorities 
in conservation, water 
quality, and Farm Bill 
2018.

Farm Progress Show is a great 
time to reconnect with our 
membership and teach them more 
about what their association has 
been doing for them. Among those 
we welcomed to our exhibit was 
Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner, who 

left with a better understanding 
of the infrastructure needs and 
regulatory changes that will allow 
higher blends of ethanol into Illinois 
markets. Roger Sy, Newman, IL, is 
pictured talking with the governor.
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EDUCATION 
    FOR THE WIN
EDUCATION 
    FOR THE WIN
  



We’ve restructured our website to make it easier for 
farmers, media, and even non-farmers to learn more about 
corn farming and its farmers in Illinois. Our daily news 
story - Today’s News - is now a primary feature with 
an opportunity to target other news articles that will 
interest visitors and keep them on our site longer.

Our farmer volunteers 
and staff loved the 
opportunity to host 
the Illinois Association 
FFA leadership in 
Washington, DC 
this summer. Our 
programming for the 
students gave them 
a glimpse of how they 
can use their advocacy 
knowledge to talk to 
the people that legislate 
and regulate farmers in 
Washington, DC.  

13



FINANCIALSFINANCIALS  

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
Year ended September 30, 2017	
ASSETS		

Current Assets			 
	 Cash and Cash Equivalents*	 $232,903 	
	 Short Term Investments	 1,889,000 	
	 Accounts Receivable	 70,155
	 Grant Receivable	 161,275 	
	 Prepaid Expenses	 15,712
	 Other Current Assets	 1,930	

 	 Total Current Assets	 2,370,975	

Investments	 79,458
			 
Net Property, Plant and Equipment	 641,787 
Other Noncurrent Assets	 17,166 	
 	
TOTAL ASSETS	 $3,109,386	

P.O. Box 1623  /  Bloomington, IL 61702  /  309-557-3257(p)  /  309-827-0916(f)  /  ilcorn@ilcorn.org

			 
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS		

Current Liabilities		
	 Accounts Payable	 $84,128	
	 Deferred Revenue	 930,648	
	 Accrued Expenses	 120,133	

	 Total Current Liabilities	 1,134,909	
			 
Long-Term Liabilities		
	 Management Services Contract Liability	 576,228 
	 Deferred Rental Revenues	 213,743

	 Total Long Term Liabilities	 789,971	
			 
Net Assets		
	 Unrestricted - Board Designated	 59,000
	 Unrestricted	 1,125,506

	 Total Net Assets	 1,184,506		
 			 
TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 $3,109,386

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND  
CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
REVENUES		
	 Dues	 $134,378	
	 Corporate Partners	 475	
	 Interest	 3,896	
	 Grant and Project Funding	 1,575,000	
	 Rental	 8,221 	
	 Special Projects	 525,605	
	 County Projects	 30,000	
	 Equity Income (Loss)	 (28) 	
	 Unrealized Loss on Marketable Securities 	 (1,512)	
	 Other	 5,208	

TOTAL REVENUES	 $2,281,243	
			 
EXPENSES		
	 Program Services
	 Exports Committee	 502,439
	 Grassroots Committee	 537,560	
	 Industrial Committee	 535,120 	
	 Special Projects	 566,758	
			 
	 Management and General	 166,338	
			 
TOTAL EXPENSES	 $2,308,215

NET INCREASE (DECREASE)  
IN UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS	 (26,972)
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