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IL CORN ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN 2023

l'he 1L Com Growers Association represents our members and — with industry partners regulators and clected officals to address

wirk=s herd to ensure member needs and poonities were met thee 1ssue. The proposed ban vinlates terms of the LS

throu ur eiforts at the stale and naional level, Grassrooms Mexico Canads Aoreement { USMUA) which prohehiis bomers
advocacy pared with political suppor 15 the only way we are by trade thit are not based in science.

posttoned 1o suecesstully present vour pronties. Thank sou

for supportmz our PAL a5 we mghhzht s1x accomplishments IC0A and other pariners worked closely o elevate the ssuce
from this vear among clected offiaals; meoludinge cutreach to the Wmnte House

and Capttol Hill where fammer leaders emphasized the potentia
L. Mexien GMO Corn Ban mipact of the ban on farmers and rural 1inoss, Thes summer.

At the end of 2022, the President of Mexsioo, Andres Manuoel the LS. Trade Representative’s office finally moved forward
Lope 1=sued a decres hanminge the maport of all oenshcally with an official trade dispute settlement process under
medified (GM)com. Ineardy 2023, that decree was ammended  USMC A provisions, We remain cautiously optimistic fora
to only ban imports of GMO com tor food ose. Mexico 1s the positive resolufion to the =soe moearky 20124

top fore1en market for LS. com so 1L Corm worked closely

Progress Show. TM: Farmers build ionships with members of the IL Latino Caucus during board meetings in
Chicago. TR: Former ICGA President Matt Rush holds an event tor Mike Bost (R-12) on his farm. BL: Rep. Darrin
LaHood (R-16) meets with farmers in DUC. BM: IL Corn staff converse with Rep. Eric Sorensen (ID-17) at the Farm
Progress Show. BR: Rep. Mary Miller (R-15) talks with ICGA at State Fair.



L. Export Market Development
Un averaee, about halt of llhnos” com prodoction ledgves the
stgte — primaniy destimed for overseas markets. 5o, the
development and expansion of foreigm com, ethanol and
BOCS markets 15 cotical to Hlinoms corn famers. The UsDAs
Market Access Program { MAP) and Foreion Markei
Pevelopment Cooperztor Program (F MDY} are essential tools
that help private industry access mmtemational markets and
build stromeo trade relatonships abroad. These proorams have
an estrmated returm of nearly 525 for every 51 of MAPFMD
imvestisd. Despate the imcredible suceess of these programs,
tunchine levels have mot changed sinee 20068, 1Ths year, mem-
pers of both the House end Senate heve miroduced marker balls
that call tor doubling MAF and FMLY funding 1 the new Farm
Bill. Afier sagmificant outreach and education, erght Hhnos
Hepresentatves — meludinge all House Arnealiore Commattee
miembers - gnd both Senators have cosponsored the bilks

. Lock and Dam Fonding

In addition to the updates on Lock and Dam 25 00 A hasy
lnbbied alongside the YWaterways Council Ine. to ensure more
tumding 15 set aside kor the Lalimenee lock system.
micmbers of congress snrmerked 5120 mithon n

s

appropnsiions reguests which would bring mmprovements o
[hnois’s inland waterways systems. We thank Beps. Darin
LaHood (11L-16), Enc Sorensen (1L-17 ), and Mekks Budzinsk:
(1L-123}) tor ther support.

4. Mvext Ceeneration Fuels Act

Ihe Mext Generation Fuels Act hit milestones this vear after its
reintroduction n the House and Senate. Cutreach for the ll
has been successiul and the lemslabion bas more co-sponsors
than its pror mtroduction. In addion, a coahton of
agneulivre, automakers, and o1l compantes regrouped o tackle
the task of getiing the bill soross the imish line. 100A
continues o connect with rHl..-.*. |'|'|...|'l.'\..'r"i and foster
relationships. This lemslaton will puide the future of the hgmd
fuel imdusiry

5. Farm Hill

Althoueh the fanm bill has vet to pass, FU0A has been
suceessiul in rallying support to protect crop msurance. We
undersiand crop insurance 15 the most important pnonty to
many of our members and have worked tirelessly to ensure it
coptinwes to be gn adequale program for our farmer members.

. State Ethanol Tax Incentive

Your PAL contmbutions helped us pain access to kev playvers
fior state discussions on ethanol and renewable foels. This vear,
the passuze of three ethanol tax meentves during 1linois"s
Spring (eTIsSiElve SE5S10m Was one of our DiTEest SICCCsses.

[ he lemslaton was ongmally sponsored by Senaior Paimck
Joyee (D-Essex) and reduced the pereentage of retail sales tax
on E15 blends by 1) pereent; mid-range blends by 20 percent;
and reauthorees the 100 percent reduction of sales tox for
majority blended ethanol fusls{E-851.
sunset on December 21, 2K

Ihe tax incentives will

“PALC coninbubons mive us access to conversabions we need (o
particrpate m o protect aoncutlture and our com famers,  sand
IOGA President Dave Eylaonder. “Pubhe policy 15 a mamthon
nit o sprnt. Chr staft and vour contnbotions allow us o be

in the game for a long Gme and build relationships that affect
chapge.”

Ilinois State Senator Patnick Joyee (D4 recicves 1L
Com’s 2023 Ethanol Awand.

FARMBILL UPDATE WITH HOUSE AG
COMMITTEE MEMBER HIHE BOST

A member of the House Agriculture Commuttes for s1x vesrs,
Rep. Mike Host's {1L-12 ) desire o represent
ihistnet landed him back on the commatice
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A suppaorter of food and farmens, Bost spoke wath L Com
todlonng the House's extension of the 2005 tarm il m
mid-Movember. He said a permanent five-vear ball 15 at the op
ioof his prionby list and expects to see the House act on the ball
early mext year

“Every commumeation we have had with the Chers

ageressively moinge out to try and get ©f (permanent farm bill}
done 1n that hirst quanter,” Bost said. “And by getting it done m
the first quarter, then that puts the pressure on the Senate,”™

Because the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers border Bost’s distnicl,
export markets und oo insurence are pertinent to the
lawmaker and his constitwents. Bost said the assurance ol crop
production vear-over-vear gnd the growth of foreien markeds 15
critical for farmers m the state.

1 represent GG Farmers in imos,” Bost sasd.™ Yoo know,
they deserve the msurance that something s soimge o be



(Cont. Bost) stable. . We've pod to make sure that we expand
pur markets and work o expand our markets for all our farm
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Rep. Mike Bost discusses priorities with corn farmers
member of the Transporiation & Infrestruciure commuitiee in his office during a trip to D.C. in March.

STATE AND NATIONAL PAC: WHAT®S THE
DIFFERENCE?

It's mmportant o MOCGA thet our members have miformation “VouT menerous donstions o our PACs allow us o be

about their Polincal Actton Commuttes { PAC) coninbutions. A politicalby impactful when we lobby for our membershin’s top
porton of vour membership dues wall be used to fund the [ prnortes,” sad 1O0GA president Dave Eyvlander. “1Tha
Com Crowens Assocaton Poliocal Involvement Commuttes

under the provveston of 10 ILCS 509-8.5(1). Up to S0%% of wvowr

ti
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¢ placed tn the state PAC, The remmming portso

f vour dues payvments may be deductible by members as an
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uncds. [CrA s state PAL suppors zlecied oificia

Lieneral Assembiv. Busimess checks and cash payme
be contmbuied o the stade HOCiA PAL, The tederal PAC s

SIFLCLIET COMmI DL aions. Linly personal and moryidus

checks can be used 0 bencht the I00GA federal PAC, 1E(GA S

federal PAS
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Scnator Tammy Duckworth met with the Hinots Stukc FEA
officers during their trip to D.C.with IL Com in July.

5TH ANNUAL DRAWDOWN FUNDRAISER
COMING SOON
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YOUR SEAT AT THE TABLE

Ay Sreve Plgg, Busimell

The dark, woosdcon table in my family’s dining room has
witnessed more intentional conversations than | can count. Wy
wifi and cach of owr kids have their own seat where we share
stories, thooghts, goaks, and objectives. Tables have a way of
bringing people and ideas topether.

However, if vou don’t have 4 seat, it is hard to have vour voice
heard. Instead of a robust discussion, it can scem like 2 same of
musical chairs, walking groond aimlesshy, fighting for vouar
position in the conversation. Withoot a consistent spot vou got
left out of the imponant cxchanges and are stick standing on the
sidelines &5 others take part in the action. The [L Corn Giroeancrs
Association takes its role senowsly in providing yoo & seat gt the
mble in Springficld and Washington DLC.

Dar membership and PAC contributions give us an invitation to
conversations affceting owr farms at the state and national level. In
addition to my role as a farmer in Bushnell, T serve as the Palitical
Action Committee { PACY Chairman, The board consists of fammer
members from [linois’s congressional districts who meet and
dizcuss how to make a significant impact with vour PAC

Throngh our state and federal PACS, 100G A gives us the
cpparunity to show op and call out your priorities with a parposc.
These programs gve 15 the space to bning people together fir
infentional discossions. giving yoo & spot for your voice 1o be
heard. Do you want to play a rale? Toke & seat, we have a spot
saved for von

C2A: VEAR IN REVIEW

We asked and vou answered! Thank vou to those who participated
i [0 A" 2023 Call To Actions. Through our membership and
outrcach system we were able to help your voice be heard on
priaritics impoctant to you.

In 20023, [CCHA sdded 388 individuals to the advocacy system. A
whopping 923 opposition statements were submitted tn NHTSA's
agraressive mileagse rale which would decimate corn demand. An
additional 307 comiments of oppositinn were suhmitted to an

EPA docket increasing emissions standards in o varety of vehicles

IL Com has clesely menitored and advocated with administration
and congressinnal offices regarding the threat of Mexico's
proposed ban on genetically modified corn. The proposed ban
violates USMOA requircments, We are grateful that dispute
sottlement processes are enderway and ook forward to 3 positive
cutcome for [linoks com farmers.



